54        UNDER FOUR ADMINISTRATIONS
country has such nice ditches in front of its f ortificat He meant, of course, the Atlantic and the Pacific.
When the champagne was being drunk and toast: in order I turned to the General, after drinking 1 health of the company, and said: "May you admi the War Department so successfully that posterit know you as the great preserver of peace." To t responded that for fifteen years France had alway; on the defensive and permitted insults rather thai offense, but that the time had come when she coi longer do so and must be ready for the offensiv* evidently had in mind that war was imminent. At j meeting he asked me whether, in case of war, I wo willing to take charge of French interests in Tur] told him that while of course it would be agreea me personally, such action could be taken only und authority of my government, which authority I have to obtain before giving an official answer.
The subsequent meteoric career of Boulange:
matter of history.   For two years more his perse
was one of the dominating factors of French poli
remember writing from Constantinople early in
"The most menacing condition exists in France, w'
am of opinion, Boulanger will gain the presidency
many months and from that time perhaps try tc
.in the footprints of his Napoleonic ideal.   If so -
poor France, and alas the peace of Europe!"   I
become an open menace to the republic; and whei
stans was Minister of the Interior a prosecutic
instituted against Boulanger and a warrant signed
arrest. He fled from Paris and was afterward tri
condemned in absentia for treason. In 1891 he com
suicide on the grave of his mistress in a cemel
Brussels.